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Mansion House, and the Tower of London, and
forthwith set up a provisional government. One
of the wild fantasies among the discontented
desperadoes of that time was the notion that by
capturing the Bank and the Mansion House and
the Tower of London they could establish a secure
basis for the construction of a new system of govern-
ment on the principle of "down with everything." It
seems hard to think now that even men like Thistle-
wood and his little gang of conspirators could have
believed for a moment in the possibility of such a
scheme; but Thistlewood and some of his associates
undoubtedly did believe in .it, and they were for
going to work at once, and beginning with the
assassination. Some delays, however, intervened,
amongst others the delay caused by the death of
the King and the Duke of Kent and the uncertainty
as to whether the accession of George IV. might not
rid the country of the old Tory Ministers whom they
hated. After a while the course of events furnished
them with an opportunity which seemed to be sent by
Fate for their very purpose. The man Edwards, the
spy in the pay of the Home Office, obtained informa-
tion for them that there was to be a Cabinet dinner
on the next day at the house of Lord Harrowby.
There, then, was the whole murder made easy. Some
of the conspirators were to watch round Lord
Harrowby's house ; one was to knock at the door
and send in a note while the statesmen were at
dinner, and then the conspirators were to rush in a
body through the open door and to massacre their
enemies. So elaborate and so comically dramatic